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Superintendent’s Corner 
 
Dear Parents, Families, and Guardians, 

 
I want to thank the Gila River Indian Community for the warm welcome. When I make my daily visits to school 
campuses, I continue to be impressed with the passion and love shown toward our students by our staff and 
community. As we continue to identify student needs and provide individualized services, we invite you to 
be an active participant in your child(ren)’s educational future. I look forward to collaboratively identifying 
ways to increase parent interaction throughout our district. 

 
Sacaton Elementary School District has been chosen to host the upcoming 2017 Pinal County Meeting on 
September 27, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. This County Meeting will provide opportunities for ASBA officers, 
Superintendents, and Board Members to share state-level issues and celebrate board member training 
accomplishments.   
 
Many after school activities are being offered for our students. Research shows that students engaged in an 
extra-curricular activity helps  increase self-perception and bonding to school, promote social relations, and 
inspire students to broaden their interests. Many of our teachers are staying after school to provide students 
with sports programs, STEM clubs, Band, Robotics, College and Career Exploration, Drama, Art, and 
Student Council. I am so proud to announce that our Band will be playing at the Board room entrance to 
entertain those arriving to attend our Governing Board Meeting on 9/12/17. Please encourage your child(ren) 
to participate in one or more of our after school activities to provide more opportunities for public recognition 
and success. 

 
We seek to provide a positive, safe, and productive learning environment for all students. It is our mission to 
provide excellence in student achievement, community involvement, and educational guidance for the future 
success of your children.   
 
Please feel free to stop by and share a story of celebration with me. 

 
Two Schools One Voice. We are Sacaton Braves. YES! 

 
Mrs. Cherryl Paul 
Superintendent @cherryl_paul



 
3rd Annual Grilling Up a Good Time Back-to-School BBQ 

 
The District’s 3rd Annual Grilling Up a Good Time Back-to-School 
BBQ was a success! Students, staff, parents, and community 
members joined together to welcome back students to the new school 
year. This year we had 117 children and 134 adults in attendance. 
 
Thank you to all those who worked tirelessly to assist us in our 
"Welcome Back BBQ.” A special thank you goes out to: 
 
 Mr. Will Trotter and his staff for the great food and organization.  
 Mr. Tim Tupper and Mr. Kevin Allen's crew for the great job with  
 facilities.  
 Governor Stephen Roe Lewis for his inspirational speech 
    promoting educational success and planning for the future. 

 
We look forward to seeing you next year for the 4th Annual Grilling Up a Good Time Back-to-School 
BBQ!! 
 

 
New Staff Joining the Sacaton Family 

 
 
 

We extend a warm welcome to our newest Sacaton Braves! 
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Mr. Sergio Najera
Groundskeeper

Ms. Sheila Walls
ESS File Clerk

Dr. Patti Wann Director of Federal Programs 
and Organizational Improvement

Ms. Seteara Haddock
Substitute Teacher

Mr. Robert Larson
Substitute Teacher

Ms. Linda Maltby
Substitute Teacher

Ms. Martha Aquirre
Bus Driver

Mr. Eric Armendariz
Bus Driver

Ms. Sarah Clissold, 
Instructional Assistant



 
 

 
 

Sacaton Elementary School District will honor the following staff for years of service at the 
upcoming Governing Board Meeting.  

 
Staff Recognition*: 10-14 Years of Service 

Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
Where: District Office Governing Board Room 

Time: 5:30 pm 
 

Mrs. Lourdes Alvarez Mr. Lone Arrow Jackson 
Mr. Steve Babcock Mr. Christoper Reed 
Dr. DiAnne Davidsen Ms. Leslie Rychel 
Mrs. Vivian Flores Mr. Joshua Shrock 
Mr. Robert Hall Ms. Carmen Teran 
Ms. Yolanda Hinojos Ms. Jessica Vasquez 
Ms Shelley Huston Mr. John Weible 
Ms. Barbara Wilson 

 
*Staff recognition for 15-30+ will occur at the  
October 10, 2017 Governing Board Meeting. 

. 
 

 
 

SESD Sports 
 

 
 

The football team performed admirably on Wednesday, defeating Eloy 33-19.  With this win, the 
team has an opportunity to place among the top teams in the league depending on the results of 
the two remaining games next week.  The two games next week are home games, so please show 
your support for our student athletes by coming out and cheering them on! 
 
The Lady Braves B team came back from a Game 1 loss to defeat Gila Crossing Community School 
for a victory in Game 2. But the tide turned in Game 3 as Sacaton lost 10-8 to even their record at  
1-1. The Lady Braves A team suffered a close loss in Game 1, but rallied to take the 2nd and 3rd 
games to improve to a 2-0 record for the season. Please come out September 12 when the Braves 
play Gila Crossing for volleyball and flag football scheduled to begin at 3:45 p.m.   Go Braves!  

 



 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Positive Parenting is a series of classes open to ALL parents  
with children in Preschool through 8th Grade.   

You may attend any of the individual seminars, however, 
the entire series is recommended.  

 
Meetings are scheduled for Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

  
DATES: 

10/13/17:  Positive Ideas to Manage Behaviors 
11/17/17:  Getting Your Child to Mind Without Losing Yours 

1/19/18:  Practical Systems to Build Appropriate Habits 
2/23/18:  Making the Home-School Connection 

4/13/18:  The ABC’s of Problem Solving 
 

LOCATION:  Sacaton Middle School Library 
                      92 S. Skill Center Road, Sacaton, AZ 85147 

  
 

PRESENTORS: 
Dr. Davidsen, Director of Exceptional Student Services 

Sacaton Elementary School District 
(520) 562-8600 ext. 2030 

Mrs. Julie Niven 
Pinal County ESA 

(520) 450-4508  
 

 Door Prize Drawing: $25.00 Gift Card 
 

To provide excellence in student achievement, community 
involvement and educational guidance for the future of our children. 

 
 
 

 
  



 
Dynamic Data Report 

 
In April, the 3rd-8th grade students 
embarked upon a quest to show-off 
their Math and English Language Arts 
(ELA) skills. The AzMERIT 
assessments were administered to 
collect and provide data to students, 

parents, teachers, and instructional leaders. This information supports teachers as they reflect upon 
their instruction and student needs for last year and this coming year.  It is with great pride that we 
announce that the outcome of the Spring 2017 AZMerit identified sixty-nine students who 
outperformed the state average on the assessment. Thirty of those individuals achieved this status 
on both the AzMERIT Math and ELA test. These students will be recognized at the Governing Board 
meeting held September 12.  This accomplishment is a result of student effort, academic 
achievement, and parental involvement. Way to go Sacaton Braves! 

 
Mrs. Amanda Billings 
Manager of Data Analysis 
and Continuous Improvement 

 
Tailored Technology Report 

 
If you missed the solar eclipse that occurred on Monday, August 21st, have no fear technology will 
come to your rescue. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) has got you 
covered. While most viewers looked 
up at the moon as it passed between 
the Earth and the sun, NOAA satellites 
provided spectacular images of the 
eclipse from space. The GOES 16 
satellite, which launched in November 
2016, tracked the moon’s shadow 
across the United States from its 
geostationary orbit about 22,000 miles 
above the Earth. The satellite provided 
three high-resolution color animations of the eclipse in addition to still images. These awesome 
images are available at www.nesdis.noaa.gov/2017Eclipse. 

 
Not to be outdone by NOAA, a group of students at Sacaton Middle School used their Lego EV3 
robots to conduct solar experiments during the eclipse. The students measured the sun’s output of 
energy during the eclipse to see if the energy output of the sun dropped during this solar event. 
They used a solar electrical panel to turn sunlight into electricity. That electricity was measured by 
a Lego energy meter and recorded as data by the EV3 robots. With the data sets that they collected, 
Mrs. Kinnamon’s science classes and Mr. Alaniz’s math classes were able to graph the data and 
make scientific predications of solar energy output during an eclipse.  
 
Mr. David Roman 
Technology Integration Specialist 

  



 
Remembering Dr. Douglas Price 

 
Dr. Douglas Price, long-time education leader, and former Sacaton Elementary School District 
Superintendent passed away August 15, 2017.  He was named Superintendent of Sacaton School 
District in 2015 and led the District for two years. Before that, he was superintendent for Tanque 
Verde Unified School District.  He left a lasting legacy in Education and will be sorely missed. He is 
survived by his loving wife Suzanne, three children, and grandchildren. 
 
Dr. Price was recognized as a true collaborator, mentor, and innovator.   A Governing Board member 
noted, “Dr. Price is a visionary in the field of education.” It is evident he was dedicated to the Gila 
River Indian Community and providing quality education for all children.  Mr. Tim Price is working 
closely with the Sacaton family to honor his father through monetary donations in lieu of funeral 
flowers for the purchase of library books for students in his father's memory. 

 
 

Attention:  Parents of Robotics Club Students 
 

Please join us on September 29, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. to discuss the 
following: 
 Schedule for the semester (after school and Saturdays) 
 Spring Competition 
 RoboRave in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 Lego League 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 STEM-ROBOTICS DAY 

   HANDS-ON STEM ROBOTICS     
WORKSHOPS  

 Sponsored by Intel 

Gila River Indian Community Schools 

    September 16, 2017 

    9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

     Working lunch will be provided. Any questions call: 
Mrs. Kinnamon at (520) 562-8600 ext. 2048 



 
School Announcements 

 
Parents, please watch for registration forms to go home in regards to Sacaton 
Elementary School’s After School Programs. This year we will be hosting a 
variety of electives in our after school programs. From Girl Scouts to robotics; 
there should be something to peak your child’s interest!  
 

 
Reading + Math = FUN! Family Meeting 

 
A student-planned, student-led “Reading + Math = FUN!” family meeting will be held on Thursday, 
September 21, 2017 at the Middle School starting with dinner at 5:00 p.m.  Teachers empower their 
students by providing gentle guidance, but mostly stepping out of the way as students step up.The 
students are excited about leading this educational evening and showing off their skills.  Don’t miss 
out on this engaging evening focusing on reading, math, and our wonderful students. 

 
Student Information 

 
Any Student interested in joining Sacaton’s very own marching band, 
please see Mrs. Kennedy at the elementary school! 
 

 Any girls interested in joining Girl Scouts, please see Mrs. Weddle at the 
elementary and middle school. 

 
 

Speaker’s Corner 
 

Our Speaker’s Corner is dedicated to anyone who would like to suggest information that would be 
helpful to parents, guardians, and community members. Suggestions will be considered for the 
following month’s newsletter. To make a suggestion, please email Dr. Patti Wann:  
pwann@sacatonschools.org.  

 
 

Quote of the Month 
 

“Perseverance is failing 19 times and succeeding the 20th.” ~ Julie Andrews 
 

 


